Qingdao International Beer Festival

The Qingdao International Beer Festival is a yearly festival event held in Qingdao, a beautiful coastal city in Shandong province of China, and is jointly sponsored by the relevant national state ministries and commissions and the People's Government of Qingdao Municipality. 
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Initiated in 1991, Qingdao International Beer Festival starts in the second weekend every August, and the theme slogan of the festival is “Qingdao – Ganbei with the World!” (where “Ganbei” means “Cheers” in Chinese). The event always lasts for two weeks, begins with a grand opening ceremony, followed by various activities like beer tasting, evening entertainments, beer drinking competitions, and concluded with a themed final ceremony. It is a large national festival combined with tourism, culture, sports, economy and trading, thus this period is the golden tourism season in Qingdao. With 16 years experiences, Qingdao International Beer Festival has gradually become a bright city name card of Qingdao, and gains a high reputation both national and international.
In order to explore the history of Qingdao and Tsingtao beer, The World of Tsingtao, the main brewery and museum of Tsingtao beer, is definitely a good place worth visiting.  Each ticket includes entrance to the photographic exhibition, the brewery, the tasting room, and a pitcher of Tsingtao beer at the end of the tour, thus brings more about the history and brewing process of Tsingtao beer to visitors.
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The museum of Tsingtao beer highlights the history of Tsingtao beer from its founding in 1903 by German settlers, who colonized the city from 1898 to 1922 and founded earliest infrastructure. As the museum is intact with the original brewery equipments, the visitors also get a chance to see the brewing, bottling and distribution process of Tsingtao beer. A special feature of the Tsingtao brewery is a raised viewing platform above the bottling plant, where the visitors can observe how the bottles got filled, capped, and inspected along the conveyor belt maze. A tasting room is also provided for the visitors to try a sample of the freshest Tsingtao beer, which probably is the finest sample of Tsingtao beer that ever tasted by visitors. A free pitcher of beer will be provided to visitors in a large German-style beer hall thus concludes the brewery tour.
During the Qingdao International Beer Festival, beer plays the main role but not the only one; besides beer there are many interesting activities and performances which could reflect various aspects of the beautiful city, as Qingdao itself is a wonderful tourist attraction. Qingdao, a beautiful pearl on the yellow sea, cheers with the world!
